Hello to all our new Parents and Carers and welcome to All Souls’!

We hope that this will be an exciting time for your child as they prepare to embark on the next
stage of their learning journey– Big School– but we also recognise that you may feel a little
unsure about the change or have a heap of questions to ask. Rest assured the staff at All Souls’
are here to support you all the way and we hope the following information will help to ease any
worries. If there is anything you wish to clarify, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the
school or ask me questions during our Parent– Teacher meetings this July.
I am very much looking forward to welcoming you in person.

Mrs Chapman (Ladybird Class Teacher and EYFS lead)

At the meeting in July there will be an Information Pack for yourself and a Goody Bag for your
child to take home.
Included in the information pack is the All Souls’ School Prospectus
which outlines our school vision and values along with general
information about day to day school life such as times of the school
day, the curriculum, uniform, breakfast and after-school clubs,
absences, food in school, payments and term dates. Plenty for you
to read and digest. (This can also be viewed via our school website)

Important note:

There is also a booklet for Parents/ Carers containing information
more specifically about the Reception Year and how you can support
your child in being ‘Ready for School’ such as making time to talk,
supporting independence and recognising the importance of play in
learning. We hope the information included will be useful to you
during this time of transition.

There are several forms to be filled in as part of our admissions procedures.
They include the Admissions form and several consent forms. Many of you

have already picked up these forms from the school office.
Please send the completed forms to the office as soon as possible along
with a copy of your child’s birth certificate.

The Goody Bag for your child is theirs to keep.

It will include a ‘My New School’ book, Buddy Bear, a scrap book and pencil, some colouring pages,
a pair of scissors, a die and a reading book. When school starts in September your child will be able
to exchange this reading book for a new one so please keep it safe during the summer holidays.
Probably the most valuable part of the Goody bag is the special book, “My New School”. The book
is full of pictures for your child to look at and will explain in very simple terms all about their new
class and their teacher as well as the routines of the school day. Please share the book regularly
over the holidays to help them become familiar with their new school.

We like to reinforce how, although there will be lots of change at this time for your child; new names and
faces to learn, new friends to make, new routines to follow and new surroundings to explore, the learning
that takes place during their first year at Big School will look very similar to that they have previously
experienced during their time at nursery or pre-school. That is because the first year of school, the Reception
Year, is the final year of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).
The EYFS Curriculum is divided into Prime Areas of Learning and Specific Areas of Learning:
Prime Areas of Learning– Personal, Social & Emotional development, Communication & Language, Physical development.
Specific Areas of Learning–

Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World, Expressive Arts & Design.
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The underpinning feature of the Early Years Curriculum is that teaching and learning takes place
through play based activities. Our timetable will include some daily phonics, maths and teacher
directed activities that introduce new knowledge, skills and vocabulary, however, a greater part of
the day is dedicated to Child Initiated Activities. During these times the children take charge of their
learning and choose their own activities to participate in, for example getting messy in the art area,
using the construction kits, exploring outdoors or engaging in role play.

During Child Initiated times the staff are actively engaged with the children and use these
opportunities to both support and extend learning opportunities as well as making observations to
identify any new knowledge and skills your child is applying within their play. We record these ’wow’
moments through photos and written notes and collate them together in your child’s ‘I can’ book. This
forms part of the evidence we collect to track your child’s progress and it really does become a lovely
record of your child’s learning journey throughout the year. You will be able to look through these
during our Parent Evenings.

As far as your child is concerned they are simply having fun, enjoying doing activities that have taken
their interest at that time. Please don’t be surprised when you ask “What did you learn at school
today?” and the reply is “Nothing, I just played”. You now know the real answer!

A Home-School Partnership
We encourage all our Parents and Carers to play an active role in their child’s education,
supporting and continuing the learning taking place within school at home. We ask you to read
daily with your child (5 to 10 minutes is all that is needed) as well as support them to practise
their phonic sounds and tricky words. Please do not panic if you are unsure how to go about this
as we will provide plenty of information and ideas to support you.

Please do fill in the Reading Log Book each time you hear your child read. Write the date, the
name of the book and a short comment about how it went, for example, Tom spotted tricky word
‘the’, or ‘Tom enjoyed talking about what was happening on each page’.

Website

Please do check out our Class Page on the website.
Click on ‘CLASSES’ from the main site then select ‘LADYBIRDS’.

I update the page weekly. There will be photos of our play and learning as well as useful
information and links to games and activities that can support your child’s education at home.

This is also where you will find our Home Learning challenges. Every week I will upload our
’Ladybird Learning’ page, explaining the new learning that has taken place in class. You may find
this useful if you wish to continue the learning at home.

There will also be a Home Learning Challenge to try out.

Your support is certainly valued but we also hope you will join us in recognising and
celebrating the achievements your child makes throughout their learning journey.
At the end of the year we are required to make a judgement on your child’s attainment across all
the Early Learning Goals. (You will find a copy of these within the information pack). The evidence
we collect throughout the year will guide us in these judgements and indicate whether your child
has achieved the Expected level of development or is still working towards the expected
level- Emerging.
Although it may seem strange to be talking about the end of the year before the school year has
begun, there is a reason for it. We need your voice as part of the evidence too. Very simply, when
you see that your child has achieved something new we want to hear about it! This could be a
note in their Home Learning book, a photo sent in as a record of their success or fill in one of our
WOW! cards which will be introduced in September. If it makes you proud it will make us proud
too and we love to share in all your child’s successes.

Tom built a rocket ship out of Lego then
counted down from 10 to 0 before shouting
“Blast Off!”

The school day starts at 8.45am but our gates
are open at 8.30am. 3pm is home time.
Don’t be late!
Reception children will come in through the
main school gates and in through our
Foundation stage entrance– the tall striped gate!

Some quick information to answer some burning questions!
Although this is how things will normally run, please be aware that
we may have to make changes in order to run the school safely
during the current pandemic.

Please respect the safety of all our children when
parking your car during drop off/ pick up times.
Please be considerate and DO NOT block the view
of the road by parking on double yellow lines. It
can be frustrating having to park further down the
road but irresponsible parking really can endanger
the lives of our children.

Every child will have their own
locker and tray to keep their
belongings safe. The lockers are
very small so please refrain from
bringing in bulky backpacks.
They simply will not fit.

If your child is under 5 you can
sign up for the Cool Milk scheme
via their website. The scheme is
free for under 5s.

You will find a full guide to the uniform within in the information
packs. Uniform with the school logo can be bought at Channel
Uniforms in town.
Our uniform is...Grey trousers, skirts or shorts, Light blue polo shirts,
Navy blue sweatshirt and/or fleece with the school logo. Black school
shoes (no trainers). Light blue and white checked summer dress
(terms 5 and 6 only). The All Souls’ book bag with the school logo is
optional but the perfect size to fit in your child’s tray or locker.
The P.E. kit should be a plain blue or white t-shirt, blue or black
shorts/tracksuit bottoms, school hoodie (optional) and trainers.
PLEASE name all items of clothing so if lost they can be returned to
the correct owner.

School meals are free for ALL
children in Reception, Year 1 and
Year 2. No need to sign up. A
menu is available on the school
website so you can see which hot
meals are provided each day.
Please ensure the office is fully
aware of any allergies your child
has. If you would rather send in a
packed lunch for your child to eat
at lunch time please do.
ALL children will need to bring a
named water bottle to school to
access during the day. No juice or
fizzy drinks.

Sadly, because of the current situation, the transition that we would usually do, that offers plenty of
opportunities to meet and chat to you and your child before the year starts, cannot happen and we realise
this may only add to any anxieties you may have.
We hope the following alternatives will go some way to ensuring that your child’s transition to school runs as smoothly as
possible:


You and your child will have the opportunity to meet with Mrs Chapman (Ladybird Class teacher) and Mrs Hughes or Mrs
Horne (Ladybird TAs) in July in our outdoor area. At these meetings we will have time to talk about anything that you
wish to share with us about your child e.g. their likes/ dislikes or any concerns you may have about them starting school.
We will also give you the information packs and goody bags. If you are not signed up to one of these meetings please do
get in touch with the school office.



Some of the nursery schools have already got in touch with us to discuss your child’s progress so far. Please let us know
which pre-school your child has attended so that we can make contact with their key worker for a transition chat.



Your child will be invited to one of our play afternoons in early September. This will be their second opportunity to meet
with their teachers and they will meet their friends and explore their new class for the first time. They do not need to
wear uniform on these play afternoons.



The first few weeks gradually build from your child attending mornings, to mornings and lunch and then to full time.



Of course we are here for you too, parents and carers, so please do get in touch should you need any further support or
advice.

The first few weeks
The first few weeks are not full time. Although we appreciate that this may cause a few issues with
work/childcare in those initial weeks, our focus is simply on supporting your child in becoming
familiar with the new routines that they will encounter during the day, as well as getting used to the
new faces and new surroundings.
Play Afternoons:
Your child will be invited to attend one of our play afternoons held on Thursday 2nd September
(1.30pm—2.30pm) and Friday 3rd September (1.30pm—2.30pm). Children do not need to wear
uniform on these days.
Week beginning:
Monday 6th September 2021– this week ALL Reception children will join us for the morning (gates
open at 8.30am) and go home at 12pm.
Monday 13th September 2021– this week they will join us for the morning and stay for lunch. They
will go home at 1.15pm.
Monday 20th September 2021– from now on all Reception children are in for the whole day. They
will go home at 3pm (if we are back to pre-Covid times!)

