Should I trust everything I
read on the web?
Part 2

Yesterday, we learnt that we cannot always trust what we read on the
web. Today we are going to use your hints and these questions to check if a
website can be trusted. WARNING, it isn’t as easy as it sounds.

Questions
Who is the author? Can you contact them?
How detailed is the information?
Is it fact or opinion?
Is it mostly text, images or both?
Are there links? Do they back up what your website says?

Can you find any other websites to back the website up?
Is it a good quality website?

Yesterday, we looked at this webpage about an aluminium foil deflector
beanie.
https://zapatopi.net/afdb/
This page is a fake, it was created to show
that it is dangerous to believe everything on
the web. Whilst there are some people who
believe foil hats do protect against mind
control, most people don’t.
If you look at the page, it looks real.
- It does have an author’s name, but you
can’t contact him.
- Opinions are stated as facts.
- There is mainly text.
- There are lots of links backing up the
website.

- It isn’t a particularly good quality
website.
- When you do more research, it says
that it doesn’t work.

Your task today is to look at the different websites listed on
the next page. Use the questions and your own ideas to check if
you think it is reliable or not. Then write your ideas in your
book.
1. Website Name:
What is the site about:

Is it reliable or not? Why?
-

-

See suggested lay
our.
Try to list 4 or 5
things you notice
about each
website.
Aim to look at
least three of
the suggested
pages.

http://www.sudftw.com/jackcon.htm
http://www.thedogisland.com/facilities.html

https://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
http://www.dhmo.org/facts.html
hint – find out what ‘Dihydrogen monoxide’
is more commonly known as

Finally
I think the website about the tree octopus looks very good – but is it
reliable?

Now you have had a chance to look at them, which one do you think
looks more reliable, and why?
What advice would you give to other children when researching on the
Internet?

