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" Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential. 

Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age five have a major 

impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good 

parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of 

their abilities and talents as they grow up. "  

 
(Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2014)  

 
 

At All Souls' we firmly believe in the statement above and as early years practitioners we are committed to 

ensuring that every child is afforded the opportunities and experiences that contribute to being able to thrive  

socially, physically and mentally. We place great emphasis on continuing the learning journey our pupils have  

come on so far in their early years experience, liaising closely with pre-school workers, parents and the children  

themselves to ensure a smooth transition into school and that their learning is extended and enhanced 

throughout the Reception Year and into Year 1.  
 
The first year of school is such an exciting one and we take great responsibility in providing new, stimulating  

and challenging experiences that serve to foster independence and a true love of learning. As a Church of England  

school we readily share our Christian ethos and values throughout each Key Stage, including the Foundation 

stage. Through doing this we aim to establish a supportive, cohesive and caring environment in which children 

learn to develop tolerance and respect for themselves and each other.  

 

Our guidance in supporting children within the Early Years Foundation Stage comes from the Statutory  

Framework and Practice Guidance published by the Department for Education (revised in 2014). This guidance 

sets the standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to five and is the framework on 

which our teaching within the Foundation Stage at All Souls' is underpinned.  
 
The Statutory Framework is based around Four Themes:  

 
 A Unique Child  

 Positive Relationships  

 Enabling Environments  

 Learning and Development  

 
The following sections set out to demonstrate how the principles, which underlie each of the four themes, are 

put into practice within the Foundation Unit at All Souls’.



A Unique Child:  

Principle: "Every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and  

self-assured."  

 
At All Souls':  
1.  
 

 
 
 
 
2.  

 
3.  

We recognise that children develop physically, cognitively, linguistically, spiritually, socially and  

emotionally at varying rates. We value each child as an individual and liaise closely with pre-school  

practitioners and parents to identify the stage of development each child is at on transition to our school.  

This enables us to achieve a smooth transition of all pupils into our school and to ensure the learning 

journey for each child is continued effectively.  

We value the diversity of individuals within the school and all children at All Souls' are treated fairly  

regardless of race, religion or abilities. (refer to inclusion policy)  

The welfare and well being of all children is paramount. Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and 

secure, when their individual needs are met and when they have positive relationships with the adults  

caring for them. At All Souls' we understand that we are legally required to comply with the legal 

requirements regarding safeguarding children and promoting children's welfare (refer to safeguarding 

policy).  

 
Positive Relationships  

Principle: "Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure relationships with  

parents and/or a key person."  

 
At All Souls' practitioners form excellent relationships with the children in their care and their families:  

 
1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  

 
We understand the importance of parents as partners and actively promote the link between school and  

home through an open door policy, celebration days (where members of the children's families are invited to 

spend an afternoon with us in the unit) and informal parent workshops through which support and advice 

on phonics, reading, writing and mathematics is given. During the term preceding their child starting 

school, we carry out home visits to enable each parent and child to meet with the class teacher before term 

begins. Parents are also invited to a more formal meeting in school during which information on the 

transition to school is given.  

Within the Foundation Unit, children have a named class teacher who is identified as their 'key person'. 

During the day the children meet with their key person several times including morning registration and at 

the end of the day. These times enable a deeper relationship between child and class teacher and class  

teacher and parent to become established. At other times throughout the day children will work alongside 

all staff within the Foundation Unit.  
 

 
 
Enabling Environments:  

Principle: "The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children's development and  

learning."  

 
At All Souls':  

We recognise the importance of an environment that supports, excites and challenges children's thinking and  

learning and actively promotes all areas of development. Our Foundation Unit is structured in a way that enables 

children freedom to explore and learn, with confidence, in a secure and safe environment. Resources have been 

organised into zones that complement the areas of learning as set out in the EYFS curriculum. Within the 

outdoors area children have access to a range of activities including sand and water play, music, dance and circus 

skills, a variety of equipment to support physical development, as well as the painted roadway area for bikes and 

scooters. Children use these areas freely during child initiated activities and are able to access resources 

independently. Challenges within each area are set regularly to promote and challenge independent thinking. All 

resources are checked and updated regularly. 



 
Learning and Development:  

Principle: "children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all areas of Learning and  

Development are equally important and inter-connected."  

 
At All Souls' we follow the EYFS curriculum (Sept 2014) within the Foundation Unit  acknowledging how the 

characteristics of effective learning and the prime and specific areas of learning and development are all inter- 

connected. (see Development Matters in EYFS 2014 for details on these areas).  

 
1.  
 

 
 
 
 
2.  
 

 
 
 
 
3.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Play forms the basis of all learning in the Foundation Unit. Child initiated activities provide an opportunity 

for children to be free to explore and engage in their own interests. During these times it is the role of the 

practitioners to observe and then support and extend the children's learning- this may be through effective 

questioning to challenge children's current thinking, introducing new ideas and concepts or supporting their 

creativity and curiosity. 

We seek to foster this love of play through teacher directed times too, creating opportunities to engage  

children through exciting activities that promote active learning. Children are encouraged to think  

critically and ask questions. We offer a spiral curriculum where children are exposed to learning through  

a variety of contexts and situations that enable strong connections, that secure an understanding of new 

concepts, to be made.  

We acknowledge that as individuals children have preferred styles of learning and consequently the  

activities provided reflect a multi-sensory approach to learning. We aim to promote a love of learning 

and to develop the confidence of all children so that they can achieve. Through frequent praise and 

support children begin to find the confidence to try new activities and enjoy the satisfaction that comes 

with taking ownership of their own learning. Such independence and a positive attitude to learning is 

vital in coping with challenges faced throughout school and later in life. 

 

Planning and assessment within the Foundation Unit : 

Long Term and Medium Term plans are based on topics selected from the Cornerstones scheme, chosen with the 

children’s interests at heart. Short term plans serve to explore these topics in depth and incorporate a great deal 

of flexibility in order to accommodate not only the children’s specific learning interests but the learning needs of 

both groups and individuals. Teacher directed activities are planned based on these topics and support the 

attainment of the Early Learning Goals for Reception children. High expectations are consistent to enable 

children to exceed the Early Learning Goals at every opportunity. Weekly plans promote the teacher directed 

activities but also include activities derived from the children's own interests and the 'next steps' identified from 

child initiated observations. All planned activities take into account individual needs of EAL, SEN and G&T, so 

that all children are able to access activities that are challenging yet achievable. Weekly plans are submitted to the 

Headteacher. 

 
Phonics is taught daily following the Letters and Sounds programme (DfES). Children are grouped,  

according to the phase they are working in, and complete activities involving reading and writing of sounds, 

words and sentences. A six-week assessment cycle allows for those children progressing well to be identified 

and moved on accordingly.  

 
We provide an excellent balance between child initiated and teacher directed activities. Regular assessments of 

children's learning are undertaken, through careful and detailed observations. Information collected from these  

sessions is used to inform future planning as well as providing evidence for the  Early Years Profile and 

Learning Characteristics Statement. Moderation by the LEA, either internally or externally, takes place annually 

to ensure the assessment judgements to be submitted for the Early Years Profile are accurate. Regular informal 

meetings take place between Early Years practitioners within the setting throughout the year to discuss, 

moderate and monitor progress. We also join with Early Years practitioners from local schools each year to 

undertake our own informal moderation and share good practice across the schools. From September 2015 

baseline data for all Reception children will be reported to the LEA within 6 weeks of when the children start 

school. All Souls’ has chosen to use the Early Excellence Baseline assessment. 

 
Parent evenings allow the opportunity to share progress with parents throughout the year. In the summer term  

parents are given a written summary to acknowledge the progress their child has made within the Reception 

year. This information is also used to inform the next teacher. 



 

Transition:  

 
Parents and prospective pupils are welcome to visit the Foundation Unit at any time.  

 
Home visits, pre-school visits, play days and parent meetings all take place during the Summer Term before 

pupils are due to start school.  

 
During the home visits pupils are given a 'Goody Bag' containing a reading book, pencil and drawing book, cd  

for recording favourite songs and rhymes as well as a Welcome Book that contains photographs of staff working  

within the unit, information about the unit and routines of the day. These are also available as dual language  

books in English/Nepali. This book enables children to become familiar with the faces, language and routines of 

school life before they begin in September.  

 
It is the role of the teachers in the Foundation Unit to collate the information from home visits, pre-school visits  

and from the Transition Summaries provided by pre-schools. This information is used to guide initial  

assessments and groupings within the class as well as looking at how the environment we provide can support  

children's immediate interests during this transition stage. Individual needs (SEN, EAL, G&T) can also be put in 

place before the start of the term.  

 
The PTFA present each child beginning school with a buddy bear. The buddy bear can offer support and 

comfort in those first few days at school as well as becoming a learning pal throughout the year.  

 
Children do not start full time in September. All new pupils begin on the same day and follow the timetable  

below for the first few weeks:  

1st week- children attend for the morning only, going home at 12pm  

2nd week- children attend for the morning and stay for lunch, going home at 1pm  

3rd week- children attend for whole day, going home at 3pm.  

 
This enables children to become familiar with morning routines, lunchtime routines and afternoon routines in a 

progressive manner.  
 

 
 
 
Monitoring and review:  
 
It is the responsibility of the Foundation Stage leader to ensure that the principles and aims set out within this 

policy are put into practice within the day to day working of the Foundation Unit.  

 
This policy will be reviewed regularly and updated according to Government changes to the guidance provided.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michelle Chapman  

(Foundation Stage Leader)  

Policy reviewed: October 2015  


